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A ROMAN CATHOETCTS. 


REASONS 


WHY HE CANNOT CONFORM TO THE 


PROTESTANT RELIGION. 


 — — 


1. ECAUSE the proteſtant religion is a 
new religion, which had no being in 
the world, till one thouſand five hundred 
years after Chriſt; and therefore it comes 
1500 years too late to be the true Church of 
Chriſt. Martin Luther laid the firſt founda- 
tions of the- proteſtant religion in the year 
1517, and his followers took the name of pro- 
teſtants in the year 1529, before which time 
neither the name nor: the religion was ever 


heard of in the chriſtian world. And we defy > 


all the learned men amongſt them to name-{o/ 

much as one ſingle man before Luther; Who 
held troughow their thirty- nine articles, or 
any other entire ſyſtem of proteſtancy as it is 
now profeſſed in any country upon earth. 
Now how can that be Chriſt's Church, which 
for ſo many ages had no being in the world? 
Since all chriſtians are obliged to acknowledge 
that the true Church of Chriſt can be no other 
than that which had its beginning from Chriſt, 
and, as he promiſed, was to ſtand for ever. See 
St. Matt. 16. v. 18. and St. Matt. 28. v. 20. 

TO A 2. Becauſe 


2. Becauſe the proteſtant religion. cannot 
be true, except the whole ſcripture, both of 
the old and new-teſtament, from the beginning 
to the end, be falſe, which in ſo many places 
aſſures us that the Church of Chriſt ſhould 
never go aſtray. For every one knows that 
the proteſtant religion pretends to be a refor- 
mation of the Church of Chriſt: and it is evi- 
dent there could be no room for a reformation _ 
of the Church of Chriſt, except the Church 
was gone aſtray; ſo that the whole building: 
of their pretendedly reformed Church is 
founded upon this ſuppokition, of the whole 
Church, before the time of Luther, having | 
been corrupted by damnable errors. Laity | 
and Clergy, ſays their Homily Book, ap- 
- proved: by the 39 articles, Art. 33. learned 
 <and uvliearned, all ages, ſeas and degrees 
of men, women and children of whole 
< Chriſtendom: (an horrible and moſt dread. 
ful + thing. to think): have been at once 
 ©% drowned in abominable idolatry, of all 
| ©; other vices moſt detefted by God, and 
4 damnable to man, and that by the ſpace of | 
& eight hundred years and more.” Hom. of 
Peril of 1dolatry, Part 3. Now, I fay, if this 
be true, which is the main foundation of 
the proteſtant Church, the whole ſcripture 
muſt be falſe, which ſo often promiles. that 
hfriſt's Church ſhall never be corrupted by 
error in matters of faith, much leſs be for 
ſo. many ages overwhelmed with abomi- 
nable idolatry. Thou art Peter, ſays our 
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Lord, St. Matt. 16. v. 18. and upon this rock 

will I build my Church, and the gates of hell 

(the powers of darkneſs) hall not prevail 
againſt it. Therefore the Church. of Chriſt 
could never go aſtray. Go teach all nations, 
ſays the ſame Lord, to the apoitles and their 


: ſucceſſors, the paſtors of the Church, St. Matt. 


28. v. 20. and behold I am with you always, even 
to the end he world. Therefore the Church 
of Chriſt could never fall into errors; becaule 
Chrilt, who is the way, the truth, and the life, 
St. John 14, v. 6. has promiicd his preſence 


and aſſiſtance to her teachers ven to the end of 


the world. See alſo St, John 14. v. 16, 17; 


where Chriſt promiſes to the ſame paſtors aue 
teachers of the Church, the Comforter, the ſpi- 


rit of truth, to abide with them for ever. To teach 
them all things, v. 26. and to guide them into all 
truth, chap. 16. v. 13. And Hatah lix. v. 20, 
21, where God promiſes that after the coming 
of our Redeemer, his Church ſhall nevererr, 


is is my covenant with them, ſaith the Lord, my: 


ſpirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have. : 


put in thy mouth, ſhall not; depart out of thy 


mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed; nor out-of- 
the mouth of thy ſeeds ſeed, jaith the Lord, from 
henceforth and for ever. See allo, for the in- 
fallibility of the Church of Chrilt,. Pl. 72, v. 
5, 7. Pl. 8g, v. 8, 4,27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33s, 
34» 35» 36, 37. Ilaiah 9. v. 6, 7. chap. 35. V. 
8. Chap. 54, v. 1, 2, 3, 9, 10, 13, 15, 17. Chap. 
60, v. 11, 12, 15, 16. chap. 62, v. 6. Jeremiah 


[3 v. 36, 36, 37. chap 33, v. 14, 15, 46, 17% 
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18, 19, 20, 21. Ezekiel 37, v. 24, 26. 2 Daniel 
2, v. 44. St. Luke 10, v. 16. Epheſians 4, v. 


11,12, 13, 14. chap. 8, v. 23, 24. 1 ee 


8: v. 14, 15. 
3. Becauſe the firſt foundations of the pro- 


teftant. religion were laid by an inſupportable 
ride, in one man, viz. Lutber, (Who is-ac- 


Knowledged to have been in the beginning all 
alone) his preſuming to ſtand out againſt the 
whole Church cf God; therefore inſtead of 


following him or the religion invented by him, 
we ought, by the rule of the goſpel, St. Matt. 


18, v. 17, to look upon him as no better han 
'a heathen and a publican. / he neglet to hear 
the Church, let him be bo thee as a heathen and 4 


can. 
4. Becauſe Lucher ee firſt erte hend 


when they began to ſet up their new religion, 


and diſclaimed from the authority and dottrine 
of all Oburches then upon earth, could not ſay 
the creed without telling a lie, whenthey came 


to that article, I believe the holy Catholic Church, 


_ the communion of ſaints. 


Becauſe the proteſtant Sk hes not 


weiß marks by which the Nicene Creed di- 


reas us to the true Church of Chriſt ; it 0 


not one, holy, catholic and apoſtolical. 
It is not one: becauſe the different ae 


ches of «the pretended Reformation are di- 
vided from one another in faith and com- 


munion; nay,” ſcarce any two ſingle men 
among them all are throughout of the fame 


" ſentiments in religion; and no wonder, 


fince 
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ſince every man's private ſpirit is, with them, 
the ultimate judge of controverſies; fo that 
it is not poſſible they ſhould ever be brought 


to unity in religion. Their Church is not 


holy, neither in her doQrine, which, eſpecially. 
in the firſt reformers, was ſhamefully ſcans 
dalous, in the encouraging luſt and breaking 
of vows; blaſphemous, in charging God with 
being the author of fin; and notoriouſly 
wicked in their notions of free-will and pre- 
deſtination: nor is ſhe holy in the lives, either 
of her firſt teachers (none of which were re- 
markable.for ſanity, and the . greateſt part 
of them infamous for their vices) or of their 

followers, who, as many of the chief Proteſ- 

tant writers have freely owned, inſtead of 
_ growing better than they were before, by em- 
bracing. the reformed religion, grew daily 
worſe and worſe, g. Their Church is not 
_ catholick : they are ſenſible this name belongs 
not to them, and therefore they have taken 
to themſelves another name, y:z. that of Pro- 
teſtants. And indeed how ſhould their 
Church be catholick or univerſal, which implies. 
being in all ages and all nations, fince it had 


no being for fifteen ages, and is unknown in 


moſt nations. 4. Their Church is not apoſto= * 
| tical: ſince it neither was founded by any of 
the apoſtles, nor has any ſucceſſion of dottrine, 
| + pa or lawful miſſion from the apo- 
ILICS. | : , 
6. Becauſe Luther, the firſt preacher of the 
_ Proteſtant religion, had no marks of being 
attuated by the Spirit of God, but bore many 
„ Ag. © er 
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evident badges of the ſpirit of Satan: Witneſs 5 ; 


his furious and violent temper, which could 
not brook the leaſt contradiction; of which 
many ' Proteſtants have loudly complained; 
witneſs his ſcandalous marriage with a 'nun, 


and his no leſs ſcandalous diſpenſation,” by 


which be allowed Philip Landgrave of Heſſe 


to have two wives at once, contrary to the 


 Golpel; witnels his frequent conferences with 
the devil, in one of which, as we learn from 
bis own mouth, T. 7. fol. 228, & c. he was 
taught no ſmall part of his reformation, to wit, 


his aboliſhing the Maſs, by the father of lies. 
Now who would ventire to follow that man 
for his maſter in religion, who owns himſelf to . 


have been taught by Satan? EE 112 

: Becauſe the firſt eps towards the intro⸗ 
ducing the Proteſtant religion into England 
were made by K. Henry VIII. a moſt wicked 


prince, who never bared woman in his luſt, nor 
man m his wrath: and the firſt foundations of- 


that religion in this kingdom were cemented 


by blood, Juſt and facrilege, as every one 


knows that knows the hiſtory of thoſe times. 


” To this firſt beginning the progreſs was an- 
| ſwerable in the days of King Edward VI. 


during which the reformation was carried on 
with a high hand by Somerſet and Dudley, in 
conjundtion with the Council and Parliament, N 
upon intereſted views, not without great con- 


fuſion and innumerable ſacrileges, as their 

oven hiftorian, Dr. Heylin, 3 is atone to ac- 
ent nut . 
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8. Becauſe Proteſtancy was ſettled upon its 
preſent bottom, in this kingdom, by Ad of 
Parliament, in the firſt year of the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, in oppoſition to all the 
biſhops, to the whole convocation of the 
clergy, and to both the univerſities, that is, in 
one word, in oppoſition to the whole body of 
the clergy of the kingdom, as may be ſeen in 
Dr. Fuller, l. 6, &c. Heylin, p. 285, 286. 
How then can it be called the Church of 
England, or any Church at all; ſeeing it was 
introduced and eſtabliſhed only by the autho- 
* rity of mere laymen, in oppoſition to the 
Church? my . 793 
9. Becauſe it is viſible to any unprejudiced 


eye that there is not fo much devotion, zeal, 


or religion among Proteſtants as there is a- 
mongſt Catholicks. We never hear of any 


- Inſtances of extraordinary ſanQtity amongſt 


them. The evangelical counſel of voluntary | 
renunciation of the goods and pleaſures of 
this life, is a language which none of them 
underſtand. One of the firſt feats of their 
' reformation was pulling down all houſes con- 
 Teerated to retirement and prayer. „ 
10. Becauſe all kind of arguments make for - 


the Catholick Church, and againſt Proteſtants. 
Ours is the Church in which all the ſaints 


both lived and died; our religion has in eve- 
ry age been confirmed by innumerable un- 
doubted miracles: we alone communicated 


with the Chair of Pe ter, to whom Chriſt come 


mitted the care of his whole flock, John 21. 
We alone inherit the name of Catholicks,: ap- 
Ter} De. propriated 
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propriated in the Creed to the true Church 
_of Chriſt. By the miniſtry of our preachers 
alone, nations of infidels have in every age 
been converted to Chriſt. In a word, antiquity, 
perpetual viſibility, apoſtolical ſucceſſion and ma/= 
_ ſion, and all other properties of the true 
Church arejviſibly on our fide. 15 
11. Becauſe even in the judgment of Pro- 
teſtants we muſt be on the ſafer ſide. They 
allow that our Church does not err in fun- 
damentals; that ſhe is a part at leaſt of the 
Church of Chriſt: that we have ordinary miſ- 
ſion, ſucceſſion and orders from the Apoſtles 
of Chriſt. They allow that there is falvation 
in our communion; and conſequently that 
our Church wants nothing neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion. We can allow them nothing of all this, 
without doing wrong to truth and our con- 
ſcience. We are convinced that they are all 
_ guilty of fundamental error, in the article of 
the Church, which if they had believed aright, 
they would never have pretended to reform 
her doctrine. We are. convinced that they 
are /chi/maticks, by ſeparating themſelves from 
the communion of the Church of Chriſt, and 
hereticks, by diſſenting from her doQrine in 
many ſubſtantial articles; and ' conſequently 
that they have no part in the Church of 
_Chriſt, no lawful miſſion, no ſucceſhon from 
the Apoſtles, no authority at all to preach 
the word of God, or adminiſter the ſacra- 
ments: in fine, no ſhare in the promiſes of 


Chriſt's heavenly kingdom (excepting tbe 


caſe of invincible ignorance) from which the 
F „ ſcripture 


. 
4 p 1 1 
- 


9 
ſcripture in ſo many places excludes hereticks 
and ſchi ſmaticks. 
12. Becauſe the Proteſtant Religion, tho” 
we were to ſuppoſe the profeſſors of it to be 
excuſed by invincible ignorance from the guilt 
of hereſy and ſchiſm, lays them nevertheleſs 
under moſt dreadful di ſadvantages, Which 
muſt needs highly endanger their everlaſting. 
ſalvation : the more becauſe it is at the leaſt 
highly probable, they have no true orders 
amongſt them. Hence they have no true 


| ſacrament of the body and blood of our Lord. 


Tbey have no part in the great Euchariſtick 

ſacrifice; no communication of the Holy 5 
Ghoſt by the bilhops impoſition of hands in 
Confirmation; no power of the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven given to the church, St. 
Matt. 16. v. 19, and St. John 20, v. 22, 2g, 
for abſolving ſinners, &c. Add to this, that 
their religion robs them of the communion of 


Ants in heaven, by teaching them not to ſeek. 


their prayers or interceſſion : | it encourages 
them, by the dockrine of ju uſtification by faith 
alone (Art. 11.) to be no ways ſolicitous for re- 
deeming their paſt fins by good works and pe- 
nitential auſterties: it robs them, when they 
are ſick, of that great bleſſing both corporal 
and ſpiritual, promiſed, St. [ames 3, to the 
anointing of. the ſick : and when they are dead, 
no prayers muſt be ſaid for their ſouls for fear 
of: ſuperſtition. In fine, the ſcriptures, which 
are put into their bands are corrupted; the 
little good that their Church preſcribes, or ad- 


. as . N of 9 con- 
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feſſion, &c. is entirely neglected, and both 
. miniſters and people run on in a wide eaſy way 
of living, with little or no apprehenſion of 
their future ſtate. Whereas the true ſervants 
of God, in imitation of the apoſtles and other. 
faints, have always led a life of mortification 
and ſelf. denial, and have always ſtrove to work 
out their ſalvation with fear and trembling. 
193. Becauſe the Proteſtant Religion can 
afford us no certainity in matters of faith. 
Their Church owns herſelf fallible even in 
fundamentals; ſince ſhe only pretends to be a 
part of the univerſal Church; and every part 
or particular Church, according to her princi- 
ples, may fall even into errors deſtruttive of 
| ſalvation: what ſecurity then can ſhe give her 
followers, that ſhe is not actually leading them | 
on inthe way of eternal] damnation? She has no 
infallible: certainity, for the ſcripture itſelf, 
which ſhe pretends to make her only rule of 
| Faith. For whence can ſhe p:etend to have chis || 
> certainity? Not from the ſcripture itſelf; for 
this would be running round in a circle. Be- 
ſides, there is no part of ſeti pture that tells us 
what books are ſcripture and what not: much 
leſs is there any part of ſcripture that aſſures us ñ⁵⁶ů5˙ 
that the Z£ngli/h proteſtant bible, for example, 
is agreeable to What the prophets and apoſtles 
wrote ſo many ages ago; or that there is fo 
much as one {ſingle word in it uncorrupted- If 
ſhe appeals to tradition; this according to her 
inciples canno ground a certain faith, ſince 
he makes the ſcriptute alone the rule of * 
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If he appeals to Church alice: this ſhe 
pretends i is not infallible. What then muſt be- 


come of the infallibility of her faith, when ſhe 


has no infallible certainty for the ſcripture, 
upon which alone ſhe pretends to ground her 


faith? Beſides, tho' ſhe were infallibly certain 

of the ſcripture's being the pure word of God, 
it would avail her nothing, except. ſhe were 
allo infallibly certain that the ſcripture is to be 
interpreted in her way: and this is an infallibi- 


lity to which ſhe neither can nor does pretend 


to lay any claim. And thus after all her brags 


of the pure word of God, her children have 


no other ground for their faith and religion 


than her fallible interpretation of the word of 
God, oppoſite in many points to the interpre- 
tation of a Church of far greater en than 
| a can pretend to. Ki 


A SPECIMEN of J UTHER' 8 Selur. 155 


T cannot 15 ſafe in matters of religion to follow a 
1 man, who is fo little wedded to truth. as to be ready 
to e it out ofthe fpirit of contr⸗diction, as often . 


as by ſo doing he can be more troubleſome to his ad- 
verſaries: now this evidently appears to have been 


Luther's diſpoſition from many places in his writings. 


In his epiſtle to his friends at Straſburgh, T. 5 Fol. 


302. If Carloſtadius,” ſays he, © or any man elſe 
could five years ago have convinced me that there'is 
c 


nothing in the rament but bread and wine, he 
„ would have wonderfully obliged me: for I was exa- 
* mining this point with great anxiety, and laboured 
« with all my force to get clear of the difficulty ; be- 


2 cauſe by this means I knew very ns | mark: his wo. 
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tive] I ſhould terribly incommode the papacy. But 
find myſelf catched without hopes of eſcaping, for. 
« the text of the goſpel is ſo clear and ſtrong, that it 
© will not eaſily admit of a miſconſtruftion.” He bad 
a good will it ſeems to have miſconſtrued it, but the 
text was too clear. 1 

And in his book de Form Miſſ. T. 2, Fol. 386 « If 
«a council,“ ſays he, © by its own authority, ſhould, 
« order or permit |communmon in both kinds] then 
« would we leaſt of all make uſe of both kinds. Nay, 
jn that caſe, in contempt of the council and its de- 
© crees, we would either receive in one kind only, or 
„ in none at all, and by no means in both: but would 
„% curſe all thoſe that in compliance with ſuch a decree: 
„% ſhould receive in both kinds.” And in bis works: 
printed in the high Dutch, T. 2. Fol. 214. he is fo 
extravagant as to write, * That if a council ſhould 
« grant churchmen liberty to marry, he would think 
© that man more in God's grace, who, during his life 
66 kept three whores, than he who married purſuant 
© tothe council's decree; and that he would command, 

under pain of damnation, that no man ſhould marry 1 
« by the permiſſion of ſuch a council, but ſhould live 
„ chaſtely, or if that were impoſſible, not to deſpair 
„ though he kept a whore.” | \ 


In fine, in one of bis ſermons preached againſt Car- 
loſtadius, and others, who in his abſence, had pulled 
down images, and made other alterations without 
his authority, he threatens them, if they go on ſo, that 
he will turn papiſt again, and leave them all in the 
lurch, by recalling all that he had ever written or ſaid, 
T. 7. Fol. 275. 2. So far the firſt preacher of the PRO- - 

- TESTANT RELIGION. | | 


c. 


; LONDON: „ 
Printed by J. F. Coon TAN, No. g7, Duke Stret, Groſvenor Square. 
f  KM,DCC,xXOVL. — 


PRICE TWO PENCE. 


